‘m a real fan of spring-powered it's ‘maxed out’ in every dapartment [ock-up area which, on a break-bamal, is
airnguns, plus | have a penchant - power, accuracy, handling and finish =  all important. A heavily sprung ball
hrm-lllhwlﬂtaﬂriuh and  making it a particulary suitable choice . keeps the breach fmﬂgﬂ#m
] you're sanioes aboul your airgunning. | i | b il !
am, of coursa, and I'd happily maka
roaem for the TH20E inmy gun cabinat,

Owver the cheono, my test rifle spat
out SME Spifires at bang on the lagal
power bmil. And despite its far old
also incledes a standard sporter, and poka. | found the TH208s 48cm rifled
modeia with skeletal woodwork and a  bamel pretly easy to cock. Even on the
gynthatic sporer atock - the D219.85 |longest of practice ssssions, my am ] al
“TH* version comes dressed in the finest  didn't ache at all uh'ﬂy mfealumﬂ!umkartm
thumbhole Beary |"ve seen on & rifle for a SME’s new rifle is well engineered  end s & neat looking, blued steel b
long time, and the reason why this 208  from  batt Zzbe, but | was  weight and at the other i5 a venti

modial sits ai the very top of the pde. pu‘ﬂmju'l%l

with tha breach recoil pad to absork any
your shoulder. (The latter also

as a handy ammo store - Jus

some peliats into the holes!)

The muzzie welght b

e bias to the TH208, but as
e b open sights, this evens out once you fit

Courfesy of the
Hhambhole grip,
ertended and
cheguorad fore-end and
reseifabie auto-safely
finsets), Nigel Alien
fownd the superipr
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a scope. | equipped mine with SMK's
3-8 x 50 = a big optic, but one which
suited the rifle's obvious field potential.

Mormally, such large glass can
‘cran’ along the rails of a springsr = but
that won't hagpen on the TH208, At thae
end of the kng dovetails, thara's an
armestor plate, against which you butt
the rear moawnt of yowr scope to stop
any backward movement, Brilliant!

With this imprnassive scope on board
{using SME's high mounis), the balance
maved back toward my shoulder = and

“I'd happily make
room for the
TH208 in my
gun cabinet”

by dampening barmel flip during the
shot, the end waight improves accuracy
so much that | was very comfortable
shooting the TH208 at the limits of my
normal hunting renges.

Finishead in a rich brown thal shows
up the supart grain of the beech below
it, the thumbhole grip of the TH208's
begutiful stock gives you full control of
the irigger. What's maore, It's been
cleverly desigmed to be ambéidexirows,
a0 you can shoot from either shoulder
and make full use of the raized Monte
Carlo cheak-piece which has baen
profiled both sides of the butt.

The fore-stock Is gently rounded
undernaath to olfer a good hold, and 1o
bring you every concelvabla fisld
advantage, it's bean extended right 1o
the front of the breech block and sports
a naathy-cut chequering panel on each
side.

Tha trigger blade has a gentle cunve,
exactly how | ke my triggers to fael on
a sporting rifle, I's two-stage and

FACTS - TH2Z08B

Stock: Thumbhole besech
Sights: Adjustable
fibre-optic opens
Dowaer: 12 ft/lbs
Price: £219.95

The pew SME TR208 Thambhole
Sporter - o slunning brewk:
barrel and worfhy fagship of
SMK's mew 208 Sories.

and hunters will be pleased
to know that the barmel can be
de-cocked to relieve pressure on the
mainsoring.

On paper, the TH208S3-8 x 50
combo was pretty devastating, with
sub-inch groups easily ‘do-able’ out to
30 yards - but the rifle dida't need ring
targets to prove its worth in the fiedd,

adjustable for length of firsl stage and
pull weight. although I laft mine at its
factory setting.

The rifle has an automatic safety
catch which pops out at the end of tha
recaiver whan you cock the rifle; an "S'
{lor Safe) in visible when it's on. Mo
design is such that it's easy to push off,
and just a3 easy to re-sat il you wish -

Tha trigger ks o hwe-
I stage, adiwstable altai,

Above: The THZOF's rocerver is groswed for 2
tally and featuves an arrestor plale af the snd.

Whether | was shooting from the prone,
kmnegling of standing position, the
stock's attributes and that darmpenesd
rriLEEly rhade it an absolute joy o use
against quary,

A% s baditing of a fagship rifhe, and
1o match e woodworks usurious
fimizh, the TH20B8's malabwork S
baautifully presented in an even, heh
Blue that comes up ewin batier onoe
wouve ‘conditioned” it a few times walh
a silicone clath and 'd be as hapgay
spending hours lavishing same TLE on
this rifla as | would zhooting it. IS worth
all the attention = and cerfainly got mind
fram thi moment | squeased 15 trigoer
for the very firss timaed
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